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& assistance of a Professor, nor for more than one evening at 
a time. 

Order'd — That the 9 "Clock Roll be carefully deliver'd at the 
End of every week to the President for him to know, and call the 
Absentees (if any) to account. 

(To be Continued.) 



DIARY OP COL. LANDON CARTER 

(Continued from page 156.) 

June 4, Saturday, 1774. Col. Carter, prevented by sickness 
from attending church, is severely criticised by Mr. Giberne, the 
minister. The colonel is provoked into comments upon the 
habits of his critic — his staying away from church "on the 
slightest pretences," his gambling habits, and abusive discourse. 

June 8. I went to court on Monday & then I endeavored by my 
conversation to convince the people that the case of the Boston- 
ians was the case of all America & if they submitted to this arbi- 
trary taxation begun by the Parliament, all America must, and 
then farewell to all our Liberties. Therefore, I deduced the 
necessity in our heartily joining to assist Boston by every means 
in our power, & as proof of what might be expected to remove 
this armed force against them, I showed them the resolutions 
entered into by the Philadelphia^ and Marylanders. In my 
then conversation I took notice of the Part the Gent, of the 
Scotch nation were acting. They are become a part of us by 
coming to trade among (us), and, except a very few who seem to 
intend this colony their chief residence, all the rest seem active 
in endeavoring to Persuade a submission to this arbitrary taxa- 
tion. I told them that, bread up under strange feudal tenets, 
they were strangers to Liberty themselves & wanted the rest of 
mankind to live under the same slavish notions that they had ever 
done, that is, from a tendency to be arbitrary themselves they 
wanted to set the example to others, and as such, tho they never 
before paid any compliments to our King's birthday, they were re- 
markable in their rejoicings on it on Saturday last ; Just as if they 
had mistaken the day and had taken it for the 10th of June, 
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their old day of rejoicings in memory of the birth of their own 
arbitrary King. I observed that none of the merchts, tho many 
in Company, said anything in answer, and really some of the 
People took their behavior among themselves, as it had been 
represented amiss. I took several of them out privately, and I 
hope convinced them that they had forgot the constant policy of 
all nations both ancient and modern that when they were at Rome 
to do as the Romans did. 

I further hinted to our own People that as the People of G. B. 
had seemed to be quite Patient under this arbitrary Proceedings 
of their Parliament, it behooved us to have as little commerce 
with them as Possible ; and farther to refuse to do them the ser- 
vice to determine their suits for their debts, since they had con- 
sented to a manifest violation of our whole constitution. There 
seemed to be an assent to all I said, and I do hope that, at some 
meeting that our two representatives will be active soon in get- 
ting together we shall all be Pretty unanimous in associating 
against any commerce or use of any of the Manufactures of G-. 
B. or of any Place that shall be Passive in this grand affair of 
Liberty; and except as to what was really engaged before we got 
intelligence of this arbitrary measure, wch by the by was a 
declaration of war against Boston and thro' her agst all America 
carried as it were in the foretopsails of their ships, than wch no 
enemy could have been treated worse, — I say, to avoid exporting 
anything to G. B. or to any place whose activity must needs be 
necessary to Preserve the freedom of their fellow subjects. 

(Col. Carter suffers very much from a colic for which he re- 
sort's to purging with only temporary relief. He gives many 
details of his farming, his care of his plants, his use of different 
medicines, and his experiments along many lines.) 

June 15. It seems for about 3 or 4 days there has been seen at 
my Fork and Mangorike plantations a flight of birds about 20 
in number something larger than a Paroquet & not so large as a 
Parrot, but of a most beautiful yellow from an orange to a 
lemon. I had an overseer who shot at them and killed two this 
morning as they were feeding on the green blackberries wch to 
suit a truly (a word here I can't make out) criticism I call 
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unripe blackberries. There is something surprising in this ap- 
pearance. I don't remember ever to have heard of such a bird 
in this country before. Their chattering first attracted the eye. 
I wish one had been catched alive. It cannot be imagined that 
such a number could have got away from on board any ship that 
might have brought one or two in ; and by what means their flight 
could have been directed to Virginia from where they must have 
bread is I think difficult to be conceived. I have had them both 
skinned and stuffed, & in order to lie on my mantle piece. 

June 16. Makes comments upon the gambling habits of his 
son and Mr. John Carter. 

"They play away & play it all away." 

Complains of the cold and dry summer. Attributes the 
trouble to the wind which has kept at the northwest since the 
middle of March. 

June 24. A hard rain. 

Juune 27. On Saturday, Col. Tayloe, Mr. E. Wormeley, 
Jun r ., Capt. Foy & M r . Eich. a Corbin came to see me yesterday. 
I returned the visit. Wormeley, as usual, boisterous & contra- 
dictory, closewedded to some side in every argument, so that to 
convince is impossible. I don't know what to make of the man ; 
he is very sensible, but in that most intolerable. He gave me 
several chops ( ?) ; at last I advised him to read Delianeus' botany 
& he would find that Princess feathers & coxcombs were so nearly 
allied that both came from the Amaranthus. He took me, and 
as it cut deep he endeavored to put it off with a laugh. At last 
produced a written Performance agst my Piece to the Political 
College & gave it to me. I told him at my leisure I would an- 
swer it. He wanted it again. I saw he got his arguments 
mostly from the conversation of others and told him I would 
keep it and did not return it. 

Capt. Poy 1 is rather more cunning than sensible. I ob- 
served he talked but on few things and was always 
cautious of saying anything about the present dispute with 
the ministry of whom I fear he is too justly suspected of being 



1 Foy was Secretary to the Governor, Lord Dunmore. 
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a devotee. His Lady really agreeable & more fond of her hus- 
band Perhaps than the Politeness of the day allows of. 

I had a severe fit of the colic at Col° Tayloe's & was obliged to 
rise at one o'clock in the night with another fit. 

June 29. Wednesday. I went to the court H. where we met the 
people; all that were there agreed to resolve agst exporting or 
importing from or to G. B. till their vile laws & practices agst 
America were repealed. 

August 3. My son John's Boy Jesse came here; he is come 
down for Betty Hamilton. 

Not a line to me from anybody at Bull Run. But hearing my 
son Landon had been dangerously ill at home with a colic, I 
wrote to his son Wormeley; and says he has been dangerously 
bad. 

August 5. Lucy, Betsy & Molly Carter gone in my chariot to 
J. Tuberville to a dance of Christeen's. 

August 8. Monday. I went to Col . Tayloe's yesterday to din- 
ner, where I heard the town meeting on the behavior of the B. 
Parliament had resolved to no farther importation from England 
after November 1, next nor no Exportation of tob.° after the 10 
August, 1775. That the debates were warm and that news had 
arrived that Gen 1 Gage, the Parliament Military & human 
butcher, had issued a proclamation in Massachusetts to oblige 
the People to bring in their arms & ammunition or to be hanged 
as Rebels; and to Prevent the desertion in army he had blokt 
up Boston by land as well as by Sea and had now prevented any 
wood or provisions to be bro't to Boston, but that all shd go to 
Salem & so be carted 25 miles to Boston or not at all; and that 
one boat with Provisions had been sunk by the men of war & the 
people nearly drowned — These things must occasion bloodshed, 
for they exceed the powers given in the Port bill, and, therefore, 
is a Supremacy above the Supremacy assumed by Parliament, 
and, if without commission to Gage, is in its nature high treason 
agst the government, and if by a commission is establishing a 
despotism at once by the delegation; and yet our fine land in 
conscience don't care to break off correspondence or commerce 
with the People of England who can suffer this to be done to 



250 William and Mary College Quarterly. 

fellow subjects, only because they must pay their debts. This is 
treachery and hypocriey in the abstract in these mock Patriots, 
some of the most stupid of its inhabitant's excepted. God Pre- 
serve us all from such oppression. 

August 11. Thursday. My son came home the 9th from the 
country meeting to determine on the Part the country was to 
take in these distressful times. It seems non-importation from 
G. B. to take place Nov. 1st. next & the non-exportation of tob° 
to G. B. not till August 10, 1775. It seems that this was as- 
sented to make a good agreement at the meeting. All signed but 
Thomson Mason & because with all his Patriotism be was agst 
any non-importation scheme at all, he could not sign. 

John Powell, Jun r ., to be my overseer in the room of John 
Self, Junior, at £15 the year. 

August 14. Sunday. Mr. Giberne came here on Thursday 
noon, & never went away till last night. At cards all the time, 
but at meals & in bed. They sent for Billy Beale, who attended 
them on Friday noon, and he only went away last night. I 
have only one observation to make that a gamester must keep his 
expectation of winning continually engaged, tho it shd only be 
with a friend. I do not understand that more than 20 shillings 
was lost all the time ; and that by my son. I hate such vulgarity. 

August 18, 1774. God be praised that I have seen this my 
64th birthday. My son Landon got here about 11 in the night. 
Very well all this day ; and as it was my 64th birthday I received 
the compliments of most of my better sort of neighbors around 
me, except Col . Tayloe who had the gout, besides Col°. Corbin 
was sick at home. Tom Beale, indeed, did not come, he alone 
knows the reason why; I shall therefore set him down amongst 
the Pharnhamites, 1 who were to a man invited, that is the clerk 
of y e court M r . E. Colston and all the bench but the Gentleman 
who gave it under his own hand that Col°. Carter with all his 
good qualities was too mean for his intimacy. I suppose old 
Nick indicted that, as he has done all the Packets from Hell; 
but not a soul crossed the bridge ; and this proves that the insult 

1 A parish in Richmond county was called "Parnham." 
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I reed on the bench well made me leave it was an egg long laid 
& hatched in that most curious Part of the Country. It puts 
me in mind of what old Hornsby once told me that he that ex- 
pected any society from that Place must go in the Quarters to 
meet wit it; and I once heard Leroy G (riffin) the Colo say 
that it was impossible whilst F. & W. lived for any long contin- 
uance of Peace, for every Sunday produced some heart-burning, 
and he was satisfied they were at the bottom of every thing. The 
1 of them is gone, the other is there still. 

August 23. Tuesday. Yesterday my two sons & I dined at 
Giberne's roads very dusty & every thing very dry as well as 
sultry hot. 

August 24. Wednesday. From the last of May to this day I 
have not been able to lie in my bed all night for the flatulent 
Pain in my breast above 5 or (.! nights, and last night was one of 
them, I thank God ! 

August 31, Wednesday. Hot weather. I went with my son 
to Colo. F. Lees at Menikin. 

October 1, Saturday. Dr. Jones read me some Passages out 
of a letter from a sensible correspondent of his in Philadelphia 
wch says that nothing has transpired from the Congress, only 
that thro' the keyhole they have heard that all the colonies out of 
the members met are as one except one, and that the only dissent- 
ing among them is from N. York. I know that colony to be 
generally governed by a ministerial or Court Party, the Delancys. 
The writer gives the Massachusetts delegates a great Character, 
Plain but resolute to die for Liberty, and that Mr. Adams when 
the alarm came from Boston to Philad a where he was a deputy, 
was glad that his family, if it was true, slid be the only sacrifice 
to Liberty ; that his Lady had written him a most sensible letter, 
that for the honour of God & the good of bis country he wd not 
return but as another Cato, and die in the ruins of the town rather 
than live under any tyrannical Government. A fine woman 
this, if the letter was not made for her. 

October 3, Monday. Mr. Parker, W. Eoane, & Mr. Warden 
came here last night. Nothing new stirring. Much conversa- 
tion about nothing, to excite cheerfulness. 
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October 4. Tries the yolk of an egg for his complaint. 

October 18. Yesterday letters from Jackson at Eippon Hall, 
from Colo. Tayloe in town, and from the treasurer came to me, 
all of them very satisfactory. * * I also received a letter from 
Philadelphia Sept. 20 ; and if the Gent, has preserved the truth, 
I may say that in me is verified that saying that a Prophet is not 
without honour save in his own country ; for here I published my 
discoveries on the wevil fly, and it was hardly so much noticed as 
to encourage, but here and there a sensible gentleman to attempt 
to experience its good effects. But Dr. Bond returned there from 
traveling abroad says it has immortalized me. and all Europe 
have agreed & actually have addressed me upon it (wch. I will 
soon see) for they have now got a certain way of extirpating one 
of the most destructive insects that ever infested the world. 
The Dr. expresses his concern not to see my country so grate- 
ful as to send me a delegate to the Congress; for he is certain 
that my name would have given dignity to the * * * of it ; So 
great is the veneration that Europe has for me as to pronounce 
me the greatest Natural Philosopher of this age, and from my 
writings they are convinced of my almost universal knowledge. 
I shall only endeavour to deserve this good opinion that my old 
age may be happy in seeing its endeavours to serve mankind so 
generally acknowledged. 1 

October 19, Saturday. I was yesterday in the company of two 
councillors, who I confess have no manner of occasion for a 
speech made by a Person present, but as signing the Association 
became the turn in conversation I heard this person say if he 
was a councillor, tho he would strictly adhere to the association, 



1 It seems that some 45 years before this writing the moth or fly- 
weevil began to attack the wheat in North Carolina, whence it ex- 
tended gradually into Virginia, Maryland, and the Lower Counties 
in Delaware. Its attacks were very destructive, and among those 
who applied themselves to studying the habits of the insect was 
Col. Carter. He had microscopes at his home at Sabine Hall, and 
he soon published the result of his investigations in the Virginia 
Gazette. In 1768 he communicated through Col. Lee a paper on the 
subject to the American Philosophical Society at Philadelphia which 
was published in Volume I., of their proceedings. — Editor. 
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he would not sign it. To wch I replied, lame feather (?), 
should any Prince on earth think he had it in his power to stop 
any man from doing his duty to his country by giving him a 
dignity ? I continued had I been a councillor I would not only 
adhere to it, but would have signed it long ago as doing both a 
service to him who grew the feather and to my country; for I 
could demonstrate that those duties could not clash ; and when- 
ever a Prince should be either advised or if his Principles should 
make them clash, I said I could Prove the duty to a Prince was 
cancelled by the duty to one's country. 

December 16, Friday. This day mad Tom Beale called here 
from M r . Parkers and bro't me a letter from E. H. Lee together 
with a bottle of Harlem oil a specific of the Dutch kind for 
many compl. ts , but more particularly for the flatulent colic wch. 
old Mrs. Allen vouches for from repeated experience to be an 
infallible medicine. 

December 24. Landon Carter, the foxhunter, out again today 
and so he has been ever since Tuesday & dined abroad on Sun- 
day, & yet his as graceless father says he is seldom abroad. 
Col. Carter grows indignant and writes a letter to his grandson 
"never to come to Sabine Hall while he lived." This stopped 
the youth in his course. "He came home, and when I was alone 
came to me. I asked him if he had not seen the letter I sent by 
Nassau. 1 He said yes, I asked him why he came here any more. 
Tears and contrition then flowed & upon a resolution to amend 
I welcomed him once more and shook hands. God Almighty 
send he may be thoughtful & then he will do well; that alone 
can save him. I told him he was welcome to ride the horse as 
usual Provided he resolved to be advised, but not otherwise. I 
wanted nothing but to be happy in a good Prospect of his own 
happiness. He had capacity and constitution & it would be a 
pity that both should die away through dissipation." 

December 28, Wednesday. Eeceives a letter from W m Ball, 
"for which I cut him to pieces this morning. I have too much 
reason to believe this gentleman to be a kind of Ringleader to 
all this crew of dissipation about here." 
(To b^ Continued./ 
1 Colonel Carter's negro attendant. 



